(Licenſed ad entered according to Order. 
THE 4 


Hiſtorical Catechiſin : 


CONTAI Nl IN G 
e Anſwers to many notable Queſ- 
tions of ſeveral wonderful Matters 
in ancient Hiſtory. 

As, What is the opinion of our hiſtorians about the 

apple old mother Eve tempted Adam with, 
Why the devil ſhould take the ſhape of a ſerpent, 
Of the building the tower of Babel, nine miles 


round, by five hundred thouſand men, who left 
oft, beingconfounded i in their language. 


Allo, ſeveral queſtions about Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, Noatt's ark, and Solomon's temple; in- 


forming us, from icripture, what day that was 
that the like was never before, nor ſhall be again. 
A full account of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
and how the Jews were diſperſed and ſcattered 
over the face of the earth, 
| Joſephus' s and the Romans' account of our Sa- 
viour, and the miracies wrought at his birth ; 
with a wonderſul apparition that appearecat 
Mahomet's tomb. 
The wonderful prophecies of the ten ſibyls. 
A marvellous relation of the ſeven fleepers, who 
ſlept above two hundred years. 
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Hiſtorical Catechiſm, &c. 
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QUEST 1.0 N. 


HW HAT apple or fruit was that, which 
Adam ate in Paradiſe, and brougot 
fin and death upon him and bis paſterity? 
ANSWER. It is uncertain, for the holy 
ſcripture mentions it not. The authors, 
vary in their opinions; ſome ſay it is a 
Perſian apple, growing where Paradiſe 
is ſituated; but the mat likely is what 
the Romans. believe, which is a muſk ap- 
ple; and, wherever it is cut, a crucifix ap- 
pears im it. 


A 2 Q. Wy 


. 
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a ferpent, 1 then of ary other creature, 
when be tempted Eve? For it is very firange 
that the devil, being a ſpirit, and could af> 
fume any Hape, Hould take upon him that of 
fo bateful and deſpiſeable a creature as a ſer- 
Pens, and not the ſhape of a delightful and Fa- 
miliar creature. 

A. You muſt conſider the difference of 
this creature ſince Adam's fall; for, before 
that time, the ſerpent was as familiar with 
Adam and Eve as the bird is now with 
the boy; therefore the devil aſſumed that 
ſhape, thinking thereby to gain his end 
the Fe, which proved to be true. 

Q. Ah is the ſerpent ſo hateful and de- 
Heijecvle now ? | 

A. From the words which God ſpoke 
when he curfed it: © Becauſe thou haſt 


* an eat dult all the days of thy life, and 
will put enmity between thy feed and 
& the ſeed of the woman ;”* which remains 
ſtil; in the nature of every man and wo- 
man. 
Q. What account do the ancients 05 of 
Babel 9 
A. It 


Q. Why did the devil afſume the ſhape of 


done this, upon thy belly ſhalt thou go, 


The Hiſtorical Catechiſm. 5 
A. It was the moſt famous ſtructure after 
Noah's flood; for Nimrod perſuaded the 
people to bui hd a large and fine edifice to 
reſiſt the fury of a ſecond deluge, but this 
counſel was not generally received by 
Heber's family, who oppoſed ſuch a pre- 
ſumptuous attempt. However, they began 
to raiſe the tower of Babel #61 paces from 
the ground, its circumference being agree- 
able. The paſſage up was winding and 
broad; there being not only room for 
horſes, carts, Fc. but lodgings for man 
and beaſt, with graſs and corn fields. 
And wonderful it was to conſider, that 8" 
perſons only came out of Noah's ark, and 
this building was carried on by 500,000 


men; the foundation being nine miles 


round. But God, by the confuſion of 
tongues, put a ſtop to their works, one not 


being able to underſtand another : which 


is thus wittily expreſſed by the poet. 


- 
, 


Bring me a trowel, quoth one, quickly, quick: 
One brings him up a hammer. He this brick, 
Another bids ; and then they cleave a ttee. 
Make faſt this rope; and then they let it flee. 
One calls for planks, another mortar lacks; 
They give the firſt a ſtone, the laſt an axe. 


One 
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- One would have nails, and him a ſpade they 


ive: ; 
Another aſks a ſaw, and gets a ſieve. 
Thus croſsly crofs'd,they call'd and rail'd in vain; 
What one hath made the other ſpoils again : 


This made them leave their work, and, liKe mad 


fools, 
Scatter their fluff and tumble down their tools. 


Q. What country is reported to be the 
moſt deſolate and ſolitary in all the world ? 

A. The land about Sodom and Go- 
morrah, where there were thirteen cities 
»uilt on a fiuitful ſoil, a pleaſant paradiſe : 
but they ſinned greatly; - wheretore God 


' rained brimſtone and fire from heaven, 


which deſtroyed their whole land, leaving 
not one ſtone upon another to ſhew their 
former glory, there remaining a ſulphure- 
ous {mell that ſtifles the birds, beaſts, and 
fiſhes. There are apples of a beautiful 
colour, but within they are full of ſulphure- 
ous aſhes. 


Q. by, were mens. lives, longer before 


 Neab's fload than fince ? 


A. As the world declines, ſo does the 
nature of all therein: as the planets were 
more gloripus, ſo were mens bodies: 
metcors, 
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The Hiſtorical Catechiſm. 7 
meteors, comets, and eclipſes, produce 
diſcaſes which were then ſeldom known. 
The earth was more fruitful : plants, 
herbs, and vegetables, more uſed, and 
their virtues ſtronger : people drank more 
woter, and ate leis meat; the exceſs of 
which has deſtroyed more than the ſword, 

ſtilence, and famine, ; | 

Q. bat day was that, the like whereof 
was never before, nor ſhall be again? 

A. When Joſhua prayed, the ſun ſtood 
ſtill, making the day 36 hours long, till 
he overcame his enemies. 

Q. I bat part of the earth was that. 
which was ſeen only four times by man- 
kind * 

A. The bottom of the river Jordan; 
divided by God, and paſſed over by the 
children of Iſrael; and afterwards ſeen by 


Joſhua, by Elijah, and laſt by Eliſha. , 


Q. MWhat do Biſterians write of Solomon's 
temple ?. 

A. The temple was built on a rocky 
mountain, and the foundation 6co cubitz 


deep, the ſtones 50 cubits high, porches 


double, ſupported by ſtately pillars 25 cu- 
bits high, \ot one piece of curious marble ; 
the tops of cedar. The porches were 20 
cubits 
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8 The Hiſtorical Catechiſm. 

cubits broad, and the compaſs fx fur- 
The courts of fine-work, paved 
with all forts of ſtores, like Jattices, 3 cu- 
bits high; and all the gates covered with 
The holv of . holies 
was in the midſt : the firſt gate was 20 
cubits high, and had 20 doors: all the 
fore parts were gilded, and within covered 
wich fine gold; about the wall was a 
golden vine, with cluſters like grapes, all 
of gold, each cluſter being ſix feet long. 
It had golden gates, and hinges wrought 
with gold, velvet, ſcarlet; filks, and all 
the fabric covered with maſſy gold. — 
The top was ſet with rods of gold, ſharp 
like pikes, leſt birds ſhould ft thereon 
and deßle it. The temple was built by 
king Solomon, and afterwards plundered 
by Shiſhak, king of "Egypt, and again by 
Joaſh, king of Iſrael, in the reign of 


Ameliah : after this by Ahaz, king of 
Judah, to preſent Piglath Pileſar with 


the treaſure thereof. And, laitly, Nebu- 
chadnezzar laid this temple and city even 
to the ground. It was rebuilt by Nehe- 
miah; and pillaged by Burgoſes, then by 
Prolemy, &c. Yet, after all, Herod the 
Great rebuilt and enlarged this city, bat 
uilt 


— — —— — 
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built the temple, and left it more ſtately 
and glorious than in the days of Solomon. 
But, about forty years after the death of 
our Saviour, the ſins of the Jews being come 
to their height, it was deftroyed by Titus, 
ſon of Veſpaſian, emperor of Rome, who 
would willingly have ſaved the holy of 
holies ; and, entering into it, faid, * Now 
«© I well perceive that this is no leſs than 
© the dwelling: place of the King of heaven; 
« and now I do not wonder that the Jews 
* fought ſo carneſtly in defence thereof, nor 
« that the Gentiles ſent their gold and ſilver 
„ to this temple, it ſurpaſſing all the tem- 
& ples that ever I ſaw.” But ſome of the 
ſeditious Jews ſlew the guards that he had 
ſet to preſerve it, and threw firebrands in 
at the windows, which put it all in flames, 
Wherefore Titus, in wrath, faid, *< The 
“ God of heaven, who is God of this 
* houſe, take vengeance of the ſeditious 
Jews, whole wicked deeds have brought 
„this evil upon them.” * 

Q. Where is it ſaid that all ſtrangers, 
who travel to Jeruſalem, are buried when 


bey die? | 


A. In Aceldama, or the Field of Blood, 


which was purchaſed with the thirty pos 
7 $5". Q 
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of ſilver that Judas betrayed our Saviour 
for 2. the field having ſuch, a quality, that 
if a carcaſe is laid therein, it Will be con- 
ſumed in forty-eight hours. 11 
Q. What were the dreadful ſigns and 
wonders that feretela the deſtrutiion of Je- 
ruſalem? 5 
A. The year before the Romans came, 
a bright ſtar appeared over the temple, as 
if a man had held many drawn ſwords in 
his hand; and the temple was as light as 
at noon-day, ſeven nights together. & 
heifer being knocked down for a ſacrifice, 
brought forth a lamb, A man's face was 
ſeen in the ſanctum ſanctorum, looking 
very ſternly. Four chariots, with horſe- 
men, were ſeen fighting in the air. In the 
temple the prieſts heard à terrible voice 
to ſay, Come, let us go out of the tem- 
ple, let us haſten, from hence.” The 
Jews remaining ſtill ſtubborn, regarded no 
ſigns till deſtruction fell upon them. 
Q. 1s there not a ſtrange relation of one 
Joſbua, or Jeſus, 'the fon of Ananias ? 
A. Yes; this Jelus coming up to the 
tabernacles before the war began, he 
broke out in this exclamation, A voice 
< from the Eaſt, a voice from the Weil, a 
+6 VOICE 


iour 


don- 


and 


bükat, the city 


he Hiſtorical Catechiſm. 


« voice to Jeruſalem, a voice to the tem- 


ple, a voice to all nations. 


Hereupon 


the governor of Judea cauſed him to be 
whipped till his bones were ſeen z and, at 
every laſh, he cri ied, << Woe, woe, to Je- 


% ruſalem!“ 


Another time he went round 
the walls, crying, ** Woe, woe, to this 


* city, woe to the temple ; woe to my- 


& {If !” and a ſtone came and killed him 


at thar inſtant. 


bat became of the 


Fewwiſh nations 


Aer that wicked aft of crucifying' the Lord 


of life ? 


A. God's judgements, according to 


overtooK them; 


mighty army, belieged, plundered, 
and temple and deſt royed 


for, 


their delerts and our Saviour's prophecy, 
the Romans with a 


ald 


vaſt numbers of them by famine, fire, and 
ſword, the reſt becoming a ſcattered peo- 
ple over the earth. 


Q Was' there ever any attempt made to 


rebuild the temple © 


A. Tes: 


- 


Julian the Apoſtate, emperor 
of Rome, reſolved to rebuild it in oppoſi- 
tion to Chritt's prophecy: “ That one ſtone 
&* ſhould nor be left upon another.“ 
when the workmen were laying the founda- 
tion, 


But t, 
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tion a dreadful earthquake happened, ſo that 


ed. 


Q. What did they diſcover at laying the 
foundation? 
A. There was a ſtone, which ſlipt from 


| ſ its place, and diſcovered the mouth of a 
cave, wherein was found a book very freſh, 


wrapped up in a linen cloth, which the 


{ Jews and Gentiles opened; and there was 


written, Ia the beginning was the word, 
e and the word was with God, and the 
„ word was God.” This book contained 
| all the goſpel St. John had declared. 


p Q. What account does Joſephus give of | 


our Saviour? 

A. That Jeſus was a wiſe man, ſhewed 
wonders, and taught the truth to thoſe that 
followed him. 1 5 

Q. What miracles happened at the birth 
our Savicur ? © 
A. At his birth, the temple, dedicated 
to the heathen goddeſs, fell to the ground; 
the Romans enquired” of their oracle, A- 


| 


pollo, when it was firſt built, how long it 


would ſtand : who anſwered, Till a virgin 


„ ſhould bring forth a ſon;“ which made 


them think it would ſtand for ever. St. Je- 
| rom 


the work ard workmen were all deſtroy. 
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rom ſays, when the virgin Mary fled with 


© her ſon to Egypt, all the images of the gods 
&« fell down, and the oracles and the devils 


« ceaſed.” 3 
Q. What is farther related of Chrift in 


ſeripture ? 


A. Dionyſius, being at Athens the day 
of Chritl's death, ſaid this eclipſe was un- 
natural; and, that the world either was at 
an end, or the God of nature then ſuffer- 
ed. 
Q, What account do the Romans give of 
Chriſt ? 

A. In the reign of Tiberius Cæſar, Len- 
tulus, the Roman governor of Judea, wrote 
the following letter : | 

« THERE appeared, in our days, a 
ee man of great virtue, called Jeſus Chriſt, 


« who is yet living amongſt us; arid, by the 
e people, is called a prophet, but his diſci- 


& ples call him the ſon of God. He raiſeth 


t the dead, and cureth all manner of diſ- 


« eaſes; a man of ſtature ſomewhat tall 
* and comely, with a reverend countenance, 
&* ſuch as beholders may both fear and love. 
His hair is of the colour of a cheſnut 
* full ripe, and plain, down almoſt to the 


ears; but, from thence downward, ſome- 


B har 
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„% what. curied,, but more orient of cc ing the 
* lours, wavering about his ſhoulders. Jo, in 
the midſt of his head goes a ſeam drain, a 
hair, parting like a Nazarite's ; his fore night; 
« head very plain and ſmooth; his feq; the pec 
& without either ſpot or wrinkle, beautSrabian 
«* fied with a comely red; his noſe au“ will 
t mouth ſo formed, that nothing can bi two an 
e reprehended; his beard thick, the co woman 
* Jour of the hair of his head; his ey compa! 
te grey and quick. In reproving he i ful cou 
te jevere, in counſelling. courteous, fai Over-a 
& ſpoken, pleaſint in ſpeech, mixed witff Turks, 
« gravity : It, cannot be remembered h homet. 
« was ever {cen to laugh, but many bay with | 
e feen him weep, In proportion of body only < 
& well ſhaped and ſtrat; his hands and mies f 


e arms very delectable to behold; in ſpeak bout N 
ing, very temperate, modeſt, an the vi 
« wile; a man, for his ſingular beau riſing, 
«* ty, far exceeding the ſons of men.“ which 
Q. 1s there not a ſtrange relation of ai the lat 
apparition that happened at Mabomet's tomb! Q. 
A. Mr. Knowles, in the hiſtory. of thi A, 
Turks, affirms, as a certain truth, that, ii race w 
1620, a ſurpriſing viſion was ſeen at Me meani 
Gina, in Arabia, where Mahomet lies buf made 


ried, which continued twenty days, terrify} “ hac 
| - 1ng 
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ing the WhO e country ; for, on September 
20, in that year, a great tempeſt of wind, 

rain, and thunder, happened about mid- 

night; but, when the ſky became clear, 

the people might plainly read in it, in A- 

rabian characters, theſe wotds, Oh! why 

& will ye delight in lies?” And, between 

two and three in the morning, appeared a 
woman clothed in white, ſeeming to be en- 

compaſſed with the fun, having a chear- 

ful countenance, with a book in her hand. 

Over-againſt her were ſeen armies of 
Turks, Perſians, Arabians, and other Ma- 

hometans, in battle array, ready to fight 

with her; but, ſhe keeping her ſtation, 
only opened the book, at which the ar- 

mies fled, and preſently all the lamps a- 
bout Mahomet's tomb went out; for, when 

the viſion vaniſhed, an hour before ſun— 
riſing, a Murmuring wind was heard, to 
which they imputed the extinguiſhing of 
the lamps: 

Q. I bat event happened thereunan ? 

A. The ancient pilgrims of Mahomet's 
race were much amazed wo underſtand the 
meaning of it, when Ig of ihe prieſts 
made this oration. — „ The world never 
„ had but three true Nl ie every one 

B 2 « of 


re NI 


themupon the face of the earth. 
preſently after, God ſent a new prophet, 


raiſed up another prophet, 


The Hiſtorical Catechiſm. 
of which had a prophet: firſt, God 
choſe the, Jews, and did wonders for 
them in Egypt, and brought them 
thence by their prophet- Moſes, and 
preſcribed unto them a law, wherein 
he would have maintained them, if 
they had not been obſtinace and rebel- 
l'ous, in falling into idolatry; where» 
upon he gave them over, and diſperſed 
Then, 


which taught them the Chriſtian reli- 
gion to perfection.— This go.d man 
the Jews condemned and crucified, for 
a ſeducer of the people. Taat the mo- 
narchs .of 'the world bowed down to 
this very title; but, in procels of time, 
they grew as ill as the Jews; the church 
being disjointed, and committing. ido- 
latry again, God was weary of them 
alſo, and ſent diviſions amongſt them, 
and forſook them. | Yet God is ſtill 
governor of the world, and himſelf has 
even your 
great Mahomet, giving him our na- 
tions; ſo, no doubt, we ſhall be happy 
for ever, if we can ſerve this God, and 


take warning by the fall of others. 


$6 Bur, 
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m % But, alas! we have erred in every point, A 
ad „ ſo that God hath ' manifeſted his wrath 
in % by, keeping a prophet from us, Who 


if 46 pre fixed a time to return with all- hap- 

- * pineſs to his people; fo that there are 

e- & forty years paſt by our account. 

d „ And, donbtlels, this fearfu! bon is 

n, 66 a preſage of ſome great troubles and al- 

c, „ teratibns; for, either the opening the 

i 4 oO k, in the woman's hand, doth foretel 

Ln dur falling from the firſt intent of our 

Ir « Jaws, whereat the men depart as if con- 

J- „ founded with the guilt of their own 

0 conſciences: or elſe it ſignifies ſome 

oh e Other book, wherein we have not yet 

h «© read,”and againſt which no power ſhall 

= *K'prevail;. ſo that L fear our religion will 

11 e 1 — OwL0 corrupt, and . our. prophet 

ly *©®Mahomer, an impoſtor, © And then 

Il & Chriſt, whom they talk of, ſhall ſhine 

8 forth as the ſun, and ſet vp bis name 

r © for ever.” x 

* Q. What became of thi: notable pricft ? 

Y A. The compaty that heard him, 

9 charged him with blaſphemy, and he was 

. put 17 5 death. This relation was com- þ 

3 firmed by Ifaff Chior, a converted Tur, | 
who came over te London in 1630 adͤ 


B 3 added, 
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added, that the grand ſcignior commend- 


ed none 10 OOF» © of ic upon pain, of 
death, 4 


Mb. — —_— "A — 2 


- —_—_— 


Q. What were thoſe weinen called 2 byls, 
who prepbecied cf our, Lord ſome bunareds 
of years before he was born ? 

A. They were reckoned to be ten in 
number, and to have the ſpirit of prophe- 
cy, and uttered many ſpeeches concern- 
ing Chriſt,; although the heathens, to 
whom they were ſpoken, underſtood them 
not; yea, they are thought of ſome, im- 
portance for confirming che truth, of the 
Chriſtian religion, though they are often 
alledged by the tathers of the primitive 
church, againſt the laith of Jeſus Chriſt-» 

. What was the firſt fibyl*s name, and 

u the prophecy ? 


A. She was called the Perliany and pro- 


phecied thus : 


From Adam unto Noah, it appears, 
Were fffeen hundred ſix and fifty years, 
To me ke uy the firſt age; and, from by flood, 
J hundred ninety {ix are underflood;” 
o free | 
thace. 

Till 


To Atraham, from bim, Iſrael 
4 From Egypt, five hundred adde 
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Till ki 
Was f 
Four h 
To Ba 
The ſi 
To m: 
In whi 
The P 

thor 
Him tt 


8 Till d 


end, 
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Till king Solomon's temple the firſt ſtone 

Was hve hundred years and eighty-one. 

Four hundred and four years then will there be 

To Babylon's diftreſs'd captivity. 

The ſixth age from that bondage will be ſeen 

To make up ſix hundred and fifteen : 

In which year from a virgin/ſhall be born 

The Prince of Peace, bound with a wreath of 
thorn, 

Him the ſeventh age ſhall follow and attend, 


Tin the world's frame diſſolves, and time ſhall 


* , 


end, 


— 


Q. What was the name of the ſecond fi- 
byl * SURG £ 
A. She was called the Lydian, and 
ſpake thus. 


A king, a prieſt, a prophet, all theſe three 
Shall meet in one ſacred divinity-: :- 

Shall be eſpous'd to ficſh : oh ! who can ſcan 
This myſtery, uniting God and man ? 
When this birth unto the world ſhall come, 
He'll the great god of oracles ſtrike dumb, 


RY L 


2 —-— 


57 What was the name of the third fi- 
* | 

A. She was named the Cumæan, and 
ſpake thus. 


The 


SO A, : * — — 
1 4 
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7 The ancient of days ſhall yield to time, When 
4 | And the new creator to a new creation; Her p. 
| The Deity and Godhead moft divine ſky, 
Becometh man, and dies to ranſom every na: And ſu 
tion. Shall c 
* , 8 — — I Anoth. 
| | * Tban 
| Q. What was the name of the fourth f- 
1 byl ? 
. A. The ſibyl of Delphos prophecied Q. 
3 thus. * f A. 
| An angel ſhall deſcend, and ſay : and pi 
1. Bleſs'd Mary, hail to thee! © When 
| Thou ſhalt conceive, 'bring forth a fon, No 
H Vet a pure virgin be. 1 ki 
9 Three gifts the Chaldees to thy ſon When 
1 Shall offer with great piety: - Shal! 
, Mirth to a man, gold to a king, | th 
And, to Chriſtians, charity. 8 — 
| COUGAR, ee a 
. . N r 
. I bat was the name of the fifth fibyl ? 4. 


| A. The fibyl of Samos, prophecying Tiber, 


| thus. | Why A 
The world will in fix thouſand years erpite IA pet 
| By water once, the ſecond time by fre. hen 
| The firſt two thouſand void: the next the law: 1 7 5 
I The next two under the Meſſiah's awe. theſs 


| And, as repoſe by ſabbath is expreſs'd, 
F- | Sun, moon, and ftars, all things, ſhall then 
1 bave reſt. | 225 
== | a 2 | c ip * 
a Q. What 
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_ My 2 72 4 : Is 4 n N hl, - 

. 122 933 5 1. ba a A. » La. 
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Q. What was the fixth fibyl called? 
A. The Cumaxian, and {poke thus. 


When Rome ſhall in dominion grow high, 
Her proud towers form ſeven, till braving the 
ſk 
la: And lubdue all the world; in thoſe bleſs'd days 
Shall come a King of kings, and he ſhall raiſe 
Another generation, greater far 
Tban all the monarchies before him were. 
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ied Q. What was the ſwenth fibyPs name? 

A. She was called the European ſibyl, 

and prophecied thus. 

When the great King of all the earth ſhall have 

No place on earth by which he may be 
known, 

When he ſhall come all mortal men to ſave, 

Shall find his own life by the world o'er» 

thrown. 


—_—_— * 
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—_—  Q- What was the eighth ſibyl's name? 
2? A. She derived her name from the river 
ng Tiber, in Rome, and prophecied thus. 


Why at thoſe trifles ſtand the world amaz'd, 
And hath on them with admiration gaz'd ? 


Then wonder, when, the troubled world t'ap- 
peaſe, 


He ſhall deſcend, who made them that made 


theſe, 
Q. What 


hen 
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22. What was the ninth ſibyl's name? 
= A. The Afiyrian Gbyl, born in Baby- 
5 lon, prophecying thus. 
1 By the great oracles the times aſſign'd, 
1 When God himſelf, in pity to mankind, 
2 Shall come from heaven, and be on earth incar- 
f nate, 
IInnccent, and a lamb immaculate : 
And, though a mighty king, yet fiſhermen 
Shall be his followers and ſubjects then 
With whom, againſt the world, the fleſh, and 
devi, . 5 | 
He ſhall make war; and pride, and all that's e- 
vil, 
Humility ſhall que!! ; and the ſharp ſword, 
With which they fight, ſhall be the ſacred 
word, 
Eſtabliſh'd on a rock, from which foundation, 
It ſhall be then divulg'd to every nation, 


mts, 
— 


Q. bat was ihe tenth and laſt fioyl ? 
A. The Egyptian ſibyl, who prophe- 
cied ob number three, 
| But which of us obſerves the ſacred three, 
| Three perfons in one God, in unity ? 
| That individual eſſence who dare ſcan, 
| Which is, ſhall be, and, e'er the world began, 
4 Was in eternity? When, of theſe three, 
2 That do compoſe the holy trinity, 
The ſecond perſon, wiſdom, ſhall intomb 
5 is majeſty within a virgin's womb : 


True 


* 


Cs 
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True man, true God, ſtill to the beſt three 
link' d; 
True light ſhall ſhine, and falſe ſtars be extinct. 
Q. What is the hiſtory about the ſeven 
ſleepers * 
A. They were born in the city of 
Epheſus, in the time when Decius, the 
heathen Roman emperor, perſecuted, the 
Chriſtians: theie good men, being of that 
profeſſion, whoſe names were Maximilian, 
Marcus, Marcianus, Darius, John, Se- 


raphion, and: Conſtantius, to avoid great 


torture and the worſhip of idols, fled 
into a cave, and, after long prayer, fell 
aſleep. The emperor cauſed the mouth 
of it to be ſtopped. 
Decius and his generation being dead, 
Theodoſius, a Chriſtian, ſucceeded them; 
in whole reign a citizen of Epheſus, as 
he was making a lodge for his ſhepherds 
in that cave, opening its mouth, ' theſe 
ſeven Chriſtians awaked and ſaluted each 
other, they ſuppoling they had ſlept 
but one night, They gave Marcus five 
ſhillings to go to the city and buy bread : 
he found all things altered, for the peo- 
ple talked of Chriſt and of the true God 
without fear: and, offering his money 
| | for 
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for bread, the baker ſlopped: him, 20 
Surely, young man, you have found ſome 
4 hidden treature * and had him before the 


council, where he declared, that he and 


fix more had hid themſelves yeſterday in 


a cave, to eſcape the cruelty of Decius, 


and took that money with them. The 
- emperor,” being made acquaigged with it, 


went in perſon/to the cave, where he found 


the others alive and in good health, and tobk 


them home. They lived not ong after, 


but died all feven in one day. They 


ſlept two hundred years. 
Q. Nhat battle was that which was 


. * Fought-where none eſcaped ? 


A; the Red Sea, where Pharoah and 
bis whole hoſt were drowned, W's, 


THE END.” 
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